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Panorama of our town 

The WV&M Line 
We never met a garden we couldn’t train!TM 

HELP WANTED – Brunswick Railroad Days  
 

  by Shel Cullison 
 
Where has September gone? Our next show at Brunswick, MD is almost upon us and we 

need help!!!  

 

Setup is Friday, October 6 from about 10 to 5:30 or so. We run trains on Saturday, October 

7 and Sunday, October 8 from 10 - 5 each day, with teardown following Sunday running. If 

you come to setup, you can even attend the Brunswick Volunteer Fire Company's Bingo 

Night immediately after!  

Here's the website for the festival: https://brunswickmainstreet.org/events/railroad-days.  

 

This is an outdoor show, so we always hope for good weather. We have a prime spot with only a low hedge 

separating us from the full-size trains. It's a great place for train spotting, with lots of freight trains and AMTRAK 

passing by. Some of the engineers love to see our trains running from way up in their cabs and we get a wave or 

a toot!  

 

Jeff Mitulla has created a super layout in partnership with your Board. There are six tracks – three long ones, the 

children’s loop, an eggliner setup and a small track which is intended to show what a starter setup could look like. 

The layout itself is 66’ x 22’. Setup usually goes pretty quickly - it's the testing and shimming that takes time, since 

we are on a grassy area. We get a lot of attention because we are right next to the Brunswick station and the 

festival runs train trips. What better way to wait for your train while watching ours?  

 

Joel Magram and I are co-coordinators, and Gregg Hendrickson is our duty trailer hauler - thanks to both of them!  

 

We have done this show for many years and always have a great time. Don't forget to bring trains to run and your 

outdoor chairs. For Friday setup we usually all go to lunch together and get to know each other a bit better.  

 

If you look at a map, you will see that Brunswick is a bit of a trek, but the drive is a beautiful one and there are 

LOTS of trains at the end of the tunnel!!! And, Brunswick is a very interesting old town.  

 

So - we invite you to join us for a great time and a fun weekend. Please 

email me at shelcullison@hotmail.com if you can help out.  

 

Thanks!  

Joel and Shel  
 

 

https://brunswickmainstreet.org/events/railroad-days
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Calendar of Events 

Upcoming WVMGRS Displays Other Train Related Events 

34th Annual Brunswick Railroad Days 
October 7-8, 2017 

Brunswick Maryland 

 

13th Annual Brookside Gardens Display 
SETUP – November 11-22, 2017 

November 24, 2017– January 1, 2018  

Brookside Botanical Gardens 

Silver Spring, Maryland 

 

Great Scale Show 
October 7-8, 2017 

Maryland State Fairgrounds 

Timonium, Maryland 

 

Great Scale Show 
October 7-8, 2017 

Maryland State Fairgrounds 

Timonium, Maryland 
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All meetings start at 1:00 pm, unless otherwise noted. 

*October 14 – Operating Session at Woodland Railway 

October 22 – Lynn Baldwin & Ted Tuck 

November 11 (Saturday) – Lev, Jebby, & Boris Rasputnis 

December – No Meeting 

January 20, 2018 (Saturday evening) – WVMGRS 

Winter Gala at the Mid-County Recreation Center 
------------ 

*Woodland Railway Operating Session – This is the 

LAST operating session of the year! If you haven’t 

attended one before, take the opportunity to see the 

Woodland Railway! Operating sessions usually start 

around 10:00 AM, bring your own lunch and drinks. Please 

contact Ben Bates with any further questions. 

January 21 – Fairfax Station 

February –  

March – Mary & Jack Mullen 

April –  

May – Shel & Geoff Cullison 

June – Patty & John Waters-Heflin 

July – 

August 20 – Verna & Dusty 

September – 

October – Lynn Baldwin & Ted Tuck 

November –  

December – 

 

Interested in attending a meeting or an operating session? 

Please send a note to the webmaster@wvmgrs.org, and he 

will send you information. 

Contact Mike Carski if you want to sign up  

for a meeting in 2018 

Trains for Sale 

I received an email from Robert Watson, who asked if I would 

let the club know he will have a table at the October 

Timonium Great Scale Show. Take a look at his info below 

and if you are interested, check out the show at the 

Fairgrounds. This is his information:  

 

“Most of my collection is of European prototype, and nearly all 

of it has seen very little operation. I never really settled out on 

a single gauge, so there is something for everyone.  

  

Most of it is HO with a lot of Lima models that look good on a 

shelf, but, there are a also some Fleischman, Hornby, Liliput, 

Roco and Bachman pieces.  

  

I dabbled in Z Gauge too – train sets and individual cars – all 

Marklin, and I’ll have photos of a nice 46” X 65” layout that 

also needs a home. 

  

And finally there is some LGB; two trains and three 

additional Loks (no steam) and some track.  

  

Of course I’ll also have some of the usual run of domestic 

stuff as well. 

  

Needless to say, none of this is DCC equipped, but it’s all 

priced to sell – I hope! 

  

I’m not sure where our tables will be, but look for me at 

Timonium Saturday and Sunday, October 7 and 8, 2017. 

  

Bob Watson 

ETE Member No. 924” 

(European Train Enthusiast) 

 

mailto:webmaster@wvmgrs.org
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Brookside 2017 
by Grant Berry 

By the time you read this you will be getting ready for the club display at Brunswick, which is always one of my favorites, but 

unfortunately I out of town this year.  

 

In either case garden railroading should be on your mind, so with that being said it's time to start thinking about and planning for 

Brookside. Jeff Mitulla has forwarded the design plan for this year and just to let you know we are planning on adding a 

prototypical type girder bridge to the Glen Echo line this year so things are already shaping up to be a great year.  

 

As any show coordinator would be, I was very pleased with the positive comments and for everyone that voted to continuing 

doing our display at Brookside Gardens. This will be our thirteenth year and for any of you that have participated in the past you 

know how much all of the children and adults look forward to having us there. Many folks while in the area for holiday time with 

family and friends always make it a point to come by for a return visit, and I am always impressed when some are able to tell 

me that they remember "this is a little different than last year”, or how much they really liked the display from several years ago, 

so we quite obviously make a positive impression.  

 

With the voting whether to have the Brookside display this year, we also asked for your commitment to help with both the 

construction and docenting aspects of the show. As you can imagine, I was very encouraged by the number of you that have 

volunteered to lend your time and talents. Remember, if you have not done this type of event before, please come out, we will 

be glad to find things for you to do that are within your current abilities and if you are willing we will always be glad to teach you.  

 

The folks at Brookside have already extended some assistance to us for this year, they are allowing us an extra weekend of 

construction time so we will be starting on Saturday, November 11th and can work right up until the day before Thanksgiving, 

by starting earlier and with the anticipated extra help I am really hoping that we will not have to work right up until the deadline, 

so everyone can relax a little bit before the holiday time with their own families. On Saturdays and Sundays, I like our work 

hours to be from 9am until about 5 pm and on weekdays from 9am until about 7 or 8pm. So please, check your calendars and 

either call me or email me and let me know you will be available to come and be part of something special.  

 

Thank You. 

Grant Berry 

301 829 6110 

granthberry@aol.com 

This photo is from the 1st year at Brookside and is one of my favorite photos of Brookside – 

walk into the conservatory and see this mountain of red poinsettias (2005). – Sue 

mailto:granthberry@aol.com
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Brookside 2017 – Years in Review 
by Sue Schmaltz 

2007 – The first few years we actually had 

a town in the corner. A bridge connected 

the track from the town to the main layout. 

2006 – Jeff Mitulla and I joined up and built this replica of 

the Little Bennett Club House. Jeff built the roof and I built 

the rest. 

This photo from 2008 shows off the Red 

Door Store built by Peter Drylmaski. 
2009 – Another collaboration between 

Jeff Mitulla and myself, Jeff built the 

two Brookside “buildings” and I built 

the two conservatories. 

2010 – Jeff Mitulla built the Wheaton Ice 

Rink I think in 2007, but this year really 

shows off the rink. 
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Brookside 2017 – Years in Review (cont. from previous page) 

by Sue Schmaltz 

2012 – The kids really enjoyed seeing 

the dinosaur heading down main 

street. 

2011 – Kensington Station was 

built by Mike Colella.  

2013 – This is the year we started the 

addition of Georgetown and Glen Echo. The 

townhouses came first.  John Vorhes built 

several buildings and Jim Strong built the 

carousel (see more next page). I had a 

problem finding photos of all the different 

buildings we have added since 2013, but 

think I have them all.  

The red car barn and Glen Echo’s Baltzley 

Castle both were built by John Vorhes.. 



The WV & M Line 

Page 6 

Brookside 2017 – Years in Review (cont. from previous page) 

by Sue Schmaltz 

2013 (also) – From above – to the Dentzel 

Menagerie Carousal, built by Jim Strong.  

2014-2016 – These three photos show the hotel, the 

bridge over the Glen Echo ravine, and the Chautauqua 

Tower and entrance to Glen Echo Park that John 

Vorhes built. 

 

I hope you enjoyed these photos from 

the past 12 years of our layout at 

Brookside! 

 

P.S. If I got names wrong on any 

photos, let me know!  
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The Washington, Virginia & Maryland 

Garden Railway Society 
  

Elected Officers for 2017: 

President: Shel Cullison 

Vice President: Jebby Rasputnis  

Secretary: Jean Magram  

Treasurer: Elaine Senter  

  

Standing Committee Chairs:  

Newsletter: Susan Schmaltz  

Membership: Ted Tuck  

Mtg. & Activities: Mike Carski  

Company Store: Shel Cullison 

Equipment: Gregg Hendrickson  

Show: Jeff Mitulla  

Trailer:  

Show Garden: John Waters-Heflin  

Web Site: Sue & Jeff Schmaltz  

  

Membership in the Society is open to anyone. 

The Society's monthly meetings are held at 

member's homes in good weather and at public 

meeting halls during the cold weather months. It 

is the Society's intent to alternate meeting 

places between Virginia and Maryland areas. 

Meetings also alternate between Saturday and 

Sunday, allowing for the varied schedules of our 

members.  

  

All are invited to bring trains, track and rolling 

stock to all general membership meetings. 

Ideas for the hobby are presented at the 

meetings thru demonstrations, slide shows, 

videotapes, and workshops. Varied interest of 

our members include live steam, scratch 

building, hand laying track, rock gardening, 

Bonsai, and collecting. Most members operate 

Gauge 1 track, but any gauge or scale is 

welcome in the society. 

  

Business meetings are held separately to allow 

for the most enjoyment at General Membership 

Meetings. All voting members are welcome to 

attend these as well.  

  

Membership dues are $20 for individual 

membership, and $30 per family membership, 

per calendar year. Checks may be made 

payable to WVMGRS. The dues are used for 

the monthly newsletter, meeting refreshments, 

and any incidental expenses. 

  
  

 Are you Interested in Joining the 
WVMGRS? 

Dues are prorated depending on the month you join. 

 

Name _____________________________________ 

Spouse _____________________________ 

Children _____________________________________ 

Address ____________________________ 

City _________________ State _____Zip _________ 

Home Phone (_____)_____________    

Work Phone (_____)_____________   

Cell Phone (_____)______________ 

Email: ___________________________________ 

Membership Jan/Mar Apr/Jun Jul/Sep Oct/Dec 

Individual $20 $15 $10 $5 

Family $30 $22 $15 $7 

Below is a Membership Form. You can print this page of the newsletter, 

fill it out and send it to our Membership Chair at: 

 

Ted Tuck 

2312 Haddon Place 

Bowie, MD 20716 

 

Check one box on the left and circle amount enclosed: 

Information about the monthly meeting is posted on the Members’ 

Only section of our website. Notification of new postings and other 

Club announcements are sent by email. If you don’t have email, you 

can arrange for a B&W mailed copy of the newsletter and directions, 

etc., for the meetings through the newsletter editor. 

For more information about our club, please send an email to our 

Membership Chair, Ted Tuck, at membership@wvmgrs.org.  

 

For questions, the following officers/chairs can help you: 

Facebook: Washington Virginia Maryland 

Garden Railway Society (WVMGRS) 

mailto:president@wvmgrs.org
mailto:vicepresident@wvmgrs.org
mailto:membership@wvmgrs.org
mailto:newsletter@wvmgrs.org
mailto:webmaster@wvmgrs.org
mailto:membership@wvmgrs.org
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The WV & M Line 

7601 Bear Forest Road 

Hanover, MD 21076 

Incorporated May 29, 1991 

501(C) (3) Tax Exempt Status 

July 2, 1992 

  
http://www.wvmgrs.org 

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors 

and do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Society  

Get ready to help out this year at Brookside! 
(our youngest member helped last year!) 


